
With just over a week left in the 2014 cross country season, the Ducks have put themselves in outstanding positions heading into the NCAA 
West Regional and NCAA Championships over the next two weekends.  

The men’s and women’s cross country season started with some early-September excitement at the annual Bill Dellinger Invitational, which 
returned to Pre’s Trail for the first time since 2010. Oregon welcomed Michigan State, for cross country and football match-ups, in a race that 
was featured on the ESPNU program Road Trip. Both squads were impressive in their season debuts and headed to Sunriver, Oregon for their 
summer training camp with high expectations for their season.

The next competition of the year for both teams showed significant progress over the short three week training period. The men returned to 
Boston for the second straight year and placed five runners in the top ten to handily beat a Syracuse team that has gone on to dominate their 
conference and is now ranked third nationally. The women’s team faced a top field at the Washington Invitational a week later, where they 
outlasted very good Stanford, Washington and Villanova teams. 

The teams faced their final regular season tests in mid-October at the Pre-National Invitational in Terre Haute, Indiana, where both teams 
finished second amongst a large field size. Defending NCAA Champion Edward Cheserek made a move to the lead around the 5,000 meter 
mark to win his sixth straight cross country race while teammate Eric Jenkins finished third in one of the strongest fields the pair will face 
this season. The Oregon women, who were led by senior Megan Patrignelli, used a pack running strategy that placed all five scorers within 10 
seconds of each other and all seven finishers in the top 50 overall.

The teams then turned their sights towards the championship portion 
of the season, which began last Friday, October 31 at the Pac-12 
Championships in Oakland, California. The Women of Oregon won 
their second Pac-12 Cross Country Championship in three years as seven 
Ducks finished in the top twenty overall. Led by freshman Frida Berge, 
the women executed their pack race plan to near perfection as all five 
scorers again finished within 11 seconds of each other. 
The men, who finished second for the second straight year, were led by 

fantastic finishes from defending champion Edward Cheserek and Eric 
Jenkins. Cheserek took control of the race with about two miles remaining 
and was never challenged, while Jenkins outlasted Stanford’s Joe Rosa 
over the final 100 meters to finish second. With the win, Cheserek joins 
Oregon legends Steve Prefontaine (1970-71) and Jim Hill (1982-83) as 
the only runners in school history to win back-to-back conference titles.
 

All focus now is on NCAA competition, including the West 
Regional on Friday (Nov 14). While both teams are in great 
positions to advance, the teams will rely on their depth to qualify  for  
the NCAA Championships. The women, ranked third nationally, 
will look to continue their pack running mentality. The team has 
finished with a different order in each of their races this season and 
will look for more of the same in their next two races. With what 
could be the best 1-2 punch in the country in Cheserek and Jenkins, 
the second ranked Oregon men’s team will look towards its depth 
to produce at the NCAA Championships.  

The NCAA West Regionals takes place at the Stanford Golf Course 
on Friday, November 14 with the NCAA Championships in Terre 
Haute, Indiana on Saturday. November 22.  

Be sure to visit GoDucks.com or @OregonTF on Twitter for 
results.

Dear Friends of Oregon Track and Field, 

The Oregon Women celebrating their Pac-12 title!

Eric Jenkins (2nd) and Edward Cheserek (1st) at the Pac-12 
Championships.
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