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STUDENT-ATHLETE – TRANSFER APPEAL POLICY 
 
Invariably, circumstances arise where the fit between the student-athlete and the institution is not suitable for 
either the student or the institution.  In those instances, the institution exercises considerable discretion over 
whether or not to permit the student to contact other institutions regarding a possible transfer or whether or 
not to grant an applicable exception to the transfer rule. Much like the financial aid appeals process, 
explanation of the process is precipitated by the student-athlete visiting with the Assistant Athletic Director – 
Compliance to discuss the application of relevant NCAA and Pacific-10 Conference rules to their individual 
circumstances. The institution requires the student to visit with the head coach of his/her sport to discuss a 
possible transfer from the institution. Once that conversation has occurred, the head coach notifies the 
compliance office to send out permissions to contact to the institutions identified by the student. Under the 
leadership of our current faculty athletic representative, his policy has been to grant all requests for 
permission to contact as well as all requests for transfer exceptions. His simple philosophy is treat student-
athletes like all other students and to not impede any student from exploring opportunities at other 
institutions. Therefore, during his tenure, a departing student-athlete has not had to avail him/herself of any 
appellate process. In the event such an appeal were necessary, the institution’s policy dovetails with the 
student grievance process described in Oregon Administrative Rule 571-003-0100 et seq. The department 
policy states: 
 
Permission to Contact Requests. NCAA Bylaw 13.1.1.3.1 requires that if the institution decides to deny a 
student-athlete's request to permit any other institution to contact the student-athlete about transferring, the 
institution shall inform the student-athlete in writing that he or she, upon request, shall be provided a hearing 
conducted by an institutional entity or committee outside of the athletics department. 

Transfer Exception Requests. The basic NCAA four-year college transfer rule states that if a student-athlete 
transfers from one four-year school to another four-year school, then the student-athlete must serve one year 
of residence at the second four-year school before being eligible for competition (NCAA Bylaw 14.5.5.1).  
Assuming the University of Oregon granted permission to speak with the student-athlete to the 4-year 
institution to which the student-athlete is transferring (NCAA bylaw 13.1.1.3), it would be permissible for the 
student-athlete to receive athletically-related financial aid and to practice, but not compete, during that one 
year of residence.  

Additional NCAA rules outline exceptions to this basic rule.  One such exception is NCAA bylaw 14.5.5.2.10 
(one-time transfer exception), which provides that student-athletes who participate in designated sports may 
transfer from one four-year institution to another four-year institution and participate in intercollegiate 
competition during his/her first year of enrollment at School #2 provided certain conditions are met.  One 
such condition [14.5.5.2.10 (d)] is that the school from which the student-athlete is transferring (School #1) 
must certify in writing that it has no objection to the student-athlete being granted an exception to the transfer 
residence requirement.  If School #1 does object, then the student-athlete shall be notified in writing of his/her 
right to a hearing on this issue.  

A student-athlete who wishes to appeal the athletic department’s decision not to grant a permission to contact 
or to release a student-athlete under the one-time transfer exception or other transfer residence requirement 
outlined in NCAA Bylaw 14.5.5.2.10 (d) shall submit a written request to the Chair of the Student-Faculty 
Committee on Grievances indicating his/her intent to have an appeals hearing.  Such written request must 
include the following:  

 The student-athlete’s name, student number, mailing address, year in school and sport.  
 The student-athlete’s reasons for requesting an appeal and the student-athlete’s reasons for his/her belief that 

the athletic department’s decision was unfair.  Include names of institutional staff members with whom the 



 

student-athlete has discussed the transfer. Also include the approximate date and nature of the events that lead 
to the filing of the grievance. 

 All the relevant facts the aggrieved knows that support these allegations, including any stated policies or 
procedures that are alleged to have been violated. The aggrieved may add to this statement if more 
information becomes available during the course of the grievance 

 The relief the aggrieved seeks to resolve the grievance and the name of the institution to which the student-
athlete wishes to transfer. 

The student-athlete must submit this information to the Chair of the Student-Faculty Committee on 
Grievances no later than 45 days from the date of the letter notifying the student-athlete that a release is not 
being granted.  

Committee  

The Student-Faculty Committee on Grievances shall be composed of an equal number of students and faculty 
appointed by the President. 

Procedures  

1. Upon receiving a student-athlete’s request for an appeal hearing under NCAA bylaw 13.1.13 and/or 
14.5.5.2.10 (d), the Chair of the committee will notify the Associate Athletics Director for Compliance that an 
appeal hearing has been requested.  In addition, the Chair of the Committee will contact each committee 
member and set a date for the hearing. 

2. If the appeal is submitted during the academic year, the Student-Faculty Committee on Grievances will 
schedule a hearing within 10 working days of receiving the student-athlete request.  

3.  Once a date has been set for the appeals hearing, the Chair shall notify both the student-athlete and the 
Associate Athletics Director for Compliance of the date, time and location where the hearing will take place. 

4. The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics may submit written documentation outlining its position on the 
matter to the Chair of the Committee.  Such written report shall be submitted within five days of receiving 
notice that an appeal hearing has been requested. 

5. The Chair of the Committee will forward all written submissions to the committee members. 
6. An appeal hearing will be conducted, at which both the student-athlete and the Department of Intercollegiate 

Athletics will have an opportunity to present their position on the matter. 
7. After hearing both parties and asking any questions, the committee will deliberate in private and render a 

decision on the matter within 15 days of the hearing.  The committee may decide to uphold the athletic 
department’s decision or reject the athletic department’s decision.  In the latter instance, the student-athlete 
would then be permitted to contact an institution of interest or to transfer to another four-year school without 
serving a year of residence. 

8. The Chair of the Committee will provide written notification to both the student-athlete and the Department 
of Intercollegiate Athletics of the committee’s decision.  An adverse committee decision may be appealed to 
the President. 

 
 


